
 

 



 

 
“I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great 

anniversary festival ought to be. It ought to be commemorated as the day of 
deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to Almighty God…” —John Adams, 

Signer of the Declaration of Independence and Second President of the United States 
 

A Service Honoring God 
at the 250th Anniversary of America 

July 5, 2026 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Invocation 

 

Gathering Song: 
  
The song verses are adapted from Psalm 33. The song verses were written by Arden and 
Peter Mead. The music was composed by John B. Dykes, 1823-76. The tune is called 
“Melita” and is used for the Christian hymn “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” (CW 805) 
and the “Navy Hymn.”   
 

In God we trust! Oh, may it be 
Throughout this land of liberty! 

Lord, turn our hearts from guilt and shame 
To bear with joy your sacred name. 

In ev’ry need, as well they must, 
Our hearts cry out, “In God we trust!” 

 

(WL:  Worship Leader / GF:  Grace Family) 
WL: All you that are righteous, shout for joy at what the Lord has done. 
GF: Praise him, all you that obey him. 
WL: Worship the Lord, all the earth!  



 

GF: Honor him, all peoples of the world! 
WL: The Lord frustrates the purposes of the nations. 
GF: He keeps them from carrying out their plans. 
WL: But his plans endure forever. 
GF: His purposes last eternally. 
WL: Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord; happy are the people he 

has chosen for his own! 
 

In God we trust! For we have heard 
The news of your forgiving Word, 

The peace for which our Savior died, 
The Spirit’s favors multiplied. 

For ev’ry blessing, true and just, 
Thankful we cry, “In God we trust!” 

 

WL: The Lord looks down from heaven and sees all humankind.  
GF: From where he rules, he looks down on all who live on earth. He 
  forms all their thoughts and knows everything they do. 
WL: Mighty armies alone cannot win wars for a ruler. 
GF: Great strength by itself cannot keep a soldier safe. 
WL: We put our hope in the Lord. 
GF: He is our protector and our help. 
WL: We are glad because of him. 
GF: We trust in his holy name. 
WL: May your constant love be with us, Lord, as we put our hope in you. 
 

In God we trust! Oh, give us grace 
In you our confidence to place, 

To set our hearts on things above, 
To live as agents of your love, 

To conquer death, to rise from dust, 
To cry anew, “In God we trust!” 



 

Confession of Sins & Announcement of God’s Forgiveness: 
 

 Responsive selected Scripture with “Jesus Sinners Does Receive” (CW 654). 
 

WL:  Let us come near to God in honesty and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him, for the sake of Jesus, to assure us of the 
forgiveness of our sins. 

 

I, a sinner come to you with penitent confession. 
Savior, show me mercy, too; grant for all my sins remission. 
Let these words my soul relieve: Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

GF: (adapted from Psalm 38) Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger or 
discipline me in your wrath. My guilt has overwhelmed me like a 
burden too heavy to bear. I am troubled by my sin; I confess my sin. 
Do not turn away from me. For Jesus’ sake, forgive me.  

 

Silent confession 
 

WL: (adapted from Ephesians 2:4-5 & 1:7) Because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive in Jesus even when we were 
dead in sin - it is by grace you have been saved. In Jesus you have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 
with the riches of God’s grace.  

 

Now my conscience is at peace, from the law I stand acquitted. 
Christ has purchased my release and my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners does receive. 
 

Jesus sinners does receive, even I have been forgiven. 
And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to him I cleave: Jesus sinners does receive. 
 



 

GF:  (adapted from Romans 6:13-14) We have been brought from death 
to life. Sin shall not be our master, because we are not under law, 
but under grace.  

 

(spoken; adapted from “O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are” CW 1993) 
Help me to change my ways, O Lord, 

And gladly to obey your Word. 
While here I live, abide with me, 

Then take me home eternally. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
 

First Reading: 2 Kings 19:8-19 page 326 in the pew Bible 
 
 

Psalm of the Day: 
 

  The text for the following song verses and responsive readings is adapted from 
 Psalm 33. The song verses were written by Arden and Peter Mead. The music is 
 the tune "Kremser," composed by Julia B. Cory, 1882-1963. It is the music for the 
 hymn, "We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer" (CW 609).  

 

Remember, O nation, your God ever-reigning, 
In mercy ordaining rich blessings for all. 

With justice excelling, in liberty dwelling, 
Come, serve the Lord with gladness; give heed to his call. 

 

WL: The words of the Lord are true, and all his works are dependable. 
GF: The Lord loves what is righteous and just; his constant love fills the 
  earth. 
 



 

 
WL: When he spoke, the world was created; at his command everything 

 appeared. 
GF: Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord; happy are the people he 
  has chosen for his own! 
WL: The Lord gave each of us a mind. 
GF: And nothing can be hidden from him. 
WL: The Lord watches over those who obey him, those who trust in his 
  constant love. 
GF: He protects them from death and starvation. 
WL: May your constant love be with us, Lord, as we put our hope in you. 

 

God’s constant compassion forget not, O people, 
But from ev’ry steeple proclaim liberty. 

Remember, O nation, the God of salvation, 
Our merciful Redeemer, whose Word sets us free. 

 
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 page 976 in the pew Bible 
 
 

A Gospel Celebration  
 
  The song verses were written by Arden and Peter Mead. The tune is "Darwall's 

 148th", composed by John Darwal, 1731-89. It is also the tune for the Christian 
 hymn, "Christ Is Our Cornerstone" (CW 914). 

 

O nation, join to raise from sea to shining sea 
Your great Creator’s praise, Author of liberty! 

Alleluia! With joy prolong your grateful song. Alleluia! 
 
 



 

 
Gospel Reading: John 8:31-36 page 894 in the pew Bible 
 

O nation, join to sing from sea to shining sea 
The praise of Christ the King whose blood has set you free! 

Alleluia! Redeemed, restored, come, praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
 
 

Message: Galatians 5:1,13 page 974 in the pew Bible 

 
 

Confession of the Christian Faith 
 
  For this special service we use this hymn to make confession of the Christian 

 Faith. The words were written by Arden and Peter Mead. The tune is "Sine 
Nomine", composed by Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958. This tune is also 
used for the Christian hymn “For All the Saints” (CW 880). 

 

In God we trust, Lord of eternity, 
By whose strong Word creation came to be, 

Lord of all nations, clothed in majesty. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

In God we trust, the Father’s own true Son, 
By whose strong death redemption has been won, 

And by whose rising new life is begun. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

In God we trust, the Holy Spirit dear, 
Whose inspiration shines the Gospel clear 

That all the world the saving Word may hear. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 



 

Prayer of the Church: 
 

WL:  Heavenly Father, we praise you because every good gift comes from 
you. For 250 years, you have watched over this nation through 
seasons of blessing, challenge, peace, and trial. Above all, we thank 
you for your unchanging love and for the freedom we have to gather 
around your Word and worship Jesus. 

GF:  Lord, thank you for your faithfulness through every generation. 
Keep our hearts centered on you above all else. 

WL:  We thank you for the men and women who have served and 
sacrificed to protect the freedoms we enjoy. We remember those 
who gave their lives, those who continue to serve in our military, and 
all who work to keep our communities safe. Bless them with your 
protection, wisdom, and peace. 

GF:  We pray for our nation's leaders at every level. Give them humble 
hearts, integrity, wisdom, and a desire to seek justice, protect the 
vulnerable, and pursue what is right. Guide their decisions for the 
good of all people. 

WL:  We confess that as a nation and as individuals, we have often placed 
our confidence in ourselves instead of in you. Forgive us for our 
pride, our selfishness, and our failure to love you and our neighbors 
as we should. Turn our hearts again to Jesus, whose mercy is new 
every morning. 

GF:  Lord Jesus, thank you for your forgiveness. Renew us by your grace 
and lead us in your ways. 

WL:  We pray for your Church throughout our nation. Give your people 
courage to proclaim the good news of Jesus with both truth and love. 
Strengthen pastors, teachers, missionaries, and every believer to 
shine the light of Jesus in their homes, workplaces, schools, and 
communities. Make us faithful witnesses so that many more people 
come to know the hope that is found in Jesus alone. 



 

GF:  We pray for our church family and for our community. Comfort 
those who are grieving, heal those who are sick, encourage those 
who are discouraged, provide for those in need, and surround those 
who feel alone with your loving presence. 

WL: As we celebrate this anniversary, keep us mindful that every nation 
rises and falls, but your kingdom stands forever. Fix our eyes on the 
eternal hope we have through the death and resurrection of Jesus, 
and help us live each day as faithful citizens of both our country and 
your heavenly kingdom. 

GF: Into your hands, Father, we place ourselves, our church, our nation, 
and all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

 
 

Blessing 
  
 

Sending Song: 
 

(“God Bless Our Native Land,” CW 774) 
 

God bless our native land; firm may she ever stand thro’ storm and night! 
When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave, 

do thou our country save by thy great might. 
 

For her our prayers shall rise to God above the skies; on him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, guarding with watchful eye,  

to thee aloud we cry: God save the state! 
 
 

Announcements 

 



 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

The full calendar can be found at gracefallschurch.org/calendar 
 
 Today 8:00 a.m. America’s 250th Anniversary Service 
  9:30 a.m. America’s 250th Anniversary Service 
  9:30 a.m. Summer Sunday School (classrooms) 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Bible Study (Classroom 4) 
  11:15 a.m. America’s 250th Anniversary Service 
  12:30 p.m. Servicio de adoración 
  1:45 p.m. Estudio Biblico (Fellowship Room) 
 
 Thursday 7:00 p.m. Bible Information Class (Fellowship Room) 
     
 Saturday   11:00 a.m. Worship Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
        
 Next Sunday 8:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Service with Communion 
9:30 a.m. Summer Sunday School (classrooms) 
9:30 a.m. Sunday Bible Study (Classroom 4) 

  11:15 a.m. Contemporary Service 
  12:30 p.m. Servicio de adoración 
  1:45 p.m. Estudio Biblico (Fellowship Room) 
   
After-Services Refreshment Providers for Summer | Grace is seeking individuals, couples, 
or families to provide and serve post-service refreshments during the summer. This means 
making coffee and providing snacks (homemade or store-bought) for the services. If this is 
something you could do one or more Sundays between now and September 6, please sign 
up on the bulletin board in Information Hall. Please contact Tricia Visscher with any 
questions. Thank you! 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Today’s Floral Offering | Today’s floral altar offering is given with thanks to God by Fran 
Martin in memory of her husband, George. 
 
Financial Giving | If you would like to make a financial gift to Grace, you may do so via 
the following options: 

- The collection plate – located at the back of the Sanctuary. 
- Zelle – through your bank’s website or app. Enter 

treasurer@gracefallschurch.org as the recipient. 
- PayPal – scan the QR code on the left or visit 

gracefallschurch.org/donate 
 

Grace Christian Academy Is Seeking Applicants for the Position of Educational 
Assistant (EA) | This is a paid position. For a position description, questions, or to apply, 
please contact Principal Jacob Price (contact information on the back page).   
 
RISING 5TH – 9TH GRADERS: Registration for Camp Chi Rho is OPEN! | Camp Chi Rho is a 
week-long summer camp for students who have completed grades 4-8 (rising 5th – rising 
9th graders). Nestled in the small town of Bentonville, Virginia, Shenandoah River State 
Park is the perfect setting to encounter the great outdoors in a Christ-centered, fun, and 
engaging environment. Girls and boys are invited to participate in this affordable one-
week tent-camping experience from July 20-24, 2026. All details and registration are 
available at campchirho.org. Grace will provide transportation to and from the camp, as 
well as the required adult chaperone. Camp Chi Rho is sponsored by our WELS North 
Atlantic District's Commission on Youth and Family Ministry. Please contact Chaisson 
Maheu or Tricia Visscher with any questions (contact information is on the back page). 
 

The Ministry Celebration Event & Second Regular Voters Meeting of 2026 have been 
rescheduled to Sunday, August 16 | The Ministry Celebration Event will begin at 5:00 
p.m. The Voters Meeting will start at 7:00 p.m. 

 
GraceFest—a community Festival—will take place on 
Saturday, September 12, 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Mark 
your calendar to attend—and invite & bring others! 
 

mailto:treasurer@gracefallschurch.org
http://gracefallschurch.org/donate
http://www.campchirho.org/


 

CONNECT 
 

PASTOR | Kevin Wattles | wattles@gracefallschurch.org or 703.839.2489 

PASTOR OF SPANISH MINISTRY | Tim Satorius | satorius@graciaypaz.org or 703.677.7269 

CHURCH OFFICE | Tricia Visscher | churchadmin@gracefallschurch.org or 703.534.1719 

GRACE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY (GCA) PRINCIPAL | Jacob Price 
| price@graceva.org or 571.651.7803 

GCA OFFICE | Penny Hoeting | schooladmin@graceva.org or 703.534.5517 

GCA DEVELOPMENT | Bethany Kazakevicius | development@graceva.org or 303.668.9128 

GRACE CHOIR | Jacob Price | price@graceva.org or 571.651.7803 

MEN’S MINISTRY | Hiep Vo | hiepnvo12@gmail.com or 703.887.4755 

MINISTERIAL ASSISTANT | Andy Miller | miller@gracefallschurch.org or 571.748.9502 

MINGLES (a fellowship group for 20’s & 30’s) | Erin Petroff, Sarah Petroff | Erin: 703.638.3232 
Sarah: 703.254.7493 Email: gracelutheran.mingles@gmail.com 

SUNDAY SCHOOL | Hilary Skoog | hnknuth@gmail.com or 828.450.3013 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY | Bryan Killian | bkillian@gmail.com 

HEAD USHER | Chris Rodenbeck | chris.rodenbeck@gmail.com or 202.823.0915 

BIBLE CAFÉ | Donna Braun | dwdmbraun@cox.net or 703.573.3686 

WORSHIP TEAM | Jacob Price | price@graceva.org or 571.651.7803 

TORCH (Teens Outwardly Reflecting CHrist)| Mikayla Botts | botts@graceva.org or 
703.343.0973| Chaisson Maheu | maheu@graceva.org or 571.635.5262 | Tricia Visscher | 
churchadmin@gracefallschurch.org or 703.798.5078 
 
 
 

gracefallschurch.org 
The source for all information about Grace! 

 
 
 

 
GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

3233 Annandale Rd., Falls Church VA 22042   703.534.1719 
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