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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“Come, You Thankful People, Come”
found on page 5 of this worship folder

THANKSGIVING PRAYER & MEDITATION
M:

Gracious and almighty God, you tell us in your Word that we are to be thankful to you for all that
you have done for us. You have given us our physical bodies and minds, our personal gifts and
abilities, and our possessions. You have saved us through faith in your Son Jesus. You have
enriched our lives with your Spirit.
Yet, we confess that we are not always thankful to you. We come before you on this eve of our
National Day of Thanksgiving and ask you to forgive us for our lack of gratitude for your many
blessings, our arrogant pride in ourselves, our coldness and hard-heartedness toward others, and
our complaining and lack of contentment over what you have so generously given us.
We ask for this forgiveness solely on account of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

A:

Lord, forgive us spending more time counting our hardships than counting the many
blessings you've given. Forgive us for focusing more on our losses than on the generous
gains you've granted. Forgive us for dwelling on our woes rather than rejoicing over the
joy we have through you. Forgive us for shuttering in our fears instead of walking
confidently in the hope you provide. Forgive us, Lord, for focusing more on ourselves
rather than trusting in you.

M:

Without a gracious God, we would be condemned for our sins and without true hope in this life
and at death. But on account of God the Father's great love for us he sent Jesus to die for our sins
and to be raised to life. Through faith in Jesus we have the sure and complete forgiveness of our

sins and the certain hope of eternal life in heaven. The Psalm-writer says, “As far as the east is
from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”
As God's forgiven people, let us live in the love God has shown. Let us be forgiving, as God has
forgiven us. Let us be thankful and appreciative for God's many blessings to us.
A:

Amen.

THE PSALMS OF THANKSGIVING
Psalm 146
This psalm will be read in unison by the congregation.
Praise the LORD, my soul.
2

I will praise the LORD all my life;
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
3
Do not put your trust in princes,
in human beings, who cannot save.
4
When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;
on that very day their plans come to nothing.
5
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God.
6

He is the Maker of heaven and earth,
the sea, and everything in them—
he remains faithful forever.
7
He upholds the cause of the oppressed
and gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets prisoners free,
8
the LORD gives sight to the blind,
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down,
the LORD loves the righteous.
9
The LORD watches over the foreigner
and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
10

The LORD reigns forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the LORD.
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Psalm 148
This psalm will be sung by the congregation.

Psalm 150
This psalm will be read in unison by the congregation.
Praise the LORD.
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens.
2
Praise him for his acts of power;
praise him for his surpassing greatness.
3
Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,
praise him with the harp and lyre,
4
praise him with timbrel and dancing,
praise him with the strings and pipe,
5
praise him with the clash of cymbals,
praise him with resounding cymbals.
6

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.
Praise the LORD.

THANKSGIVING MESSAGE
PRAYER
M:

Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful. You have provided green forests and
refreshing streams. You have arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our work and
rest.

A:

Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle breeze.

M:

Thank you for the roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and drink. Thank
you for our work, for projects that are done well, and for the approval of supervisors and teachers.
Thank you for all who serve at night to make our days more pleasant.
Thank you for associates at work, for their encouragement and praise, and for the joys of
human friendship.

A:

M:

Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets and highways,
and for all of life that flows so swiftly before us.
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A:

Thank you for children at play, their boundless energy, and their shouts of joy and laughter.

M:

Thank you for the morning greetings we receive, and for all the smiles that come from faces loved
by you.

A:

Thank you for Christian parents, for their affection and their care.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we give thanks for personal blessings.

Silent Prayer
M:

Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word and sacraments, for his
giving and forgiving, and for listening to our prayers. Receive our gifts and offerings as our
sacrifice of praise.

A:

Lead us in thankful living today and always. Amen.

HYMN:

“Now Thank We All Our God”
found on page 7 of this worship folder

BLESSING
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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