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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
found on page 6 of this worship guide

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
A: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Isaiah 55:6-9

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake their ways
and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, and to our
God, for he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and
my thoughts than your thoughts.

GOSPEL LESSON:

Philippians 1:18b-27

The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because
of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s
provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly
expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always
Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
22
If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not
know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is
more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again
your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my
absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel
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THE NICENE CREED
A:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN:

“Salvation unto Us Has Come”
found on page 7 of this worship guide
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MESSAGE:
“The Story of the Most Generous Boss Ever”
based on 1 Corinthians 10:31
Matthew 20:1-16
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his
vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 3 “About nine in the
morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go
and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. “He went out again about noon
and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still
others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’
7
“‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’
8
“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their
wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 9 “The workers who were hired about five in
the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to
receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble
against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 13 “But he answered one of
them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I
want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with
my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be
last.”
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PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN:

“Amazing Grace—How Sweet the Sound”
found on page 9 of this worship folder

BLESSING
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
All hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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