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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”
found on page 6 of this worship guide

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
A: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

2 Timothy 4:9-18

Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to
Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring
him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 12 I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come,
bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments. 14 Alexander the
metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 15 You too should be
on your guard against him, because he strongly opposed our message. 16 At my first defense, no one came to my
support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave
me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I
was delivered from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely
to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL LESSON:

Matthew 10:16-23

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.
17
Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my
account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when
they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say,
20
for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21 “Brother will betray
brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death.
22
You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23 When
you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of
Israel before the Son of Man comes.
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THE NICENE CREED
A:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN:

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
found on page 7 of this worship guide
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MESSAGE:
“In Times of Trouble and Fear, Let Us Turn to God”
based on Psalm 46
Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth
give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar and foam and the mountains
quake with their surging. 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the
Most High dwells. 5 God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. 6 Nations are in
uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 7 The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our
fortress. 8 Come and see what the Lord has done, the desolations he has brought on the earth. 9 He makes wars
cease to the ends of the earth. He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 10 He
says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”
11
The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
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PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN:

“When Peace Like a River”
found on page 9 of this worship folder

BLESSING
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
All hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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