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GATHERING FOR WORSHIP
The season of Lent can be said to be about sin. Sin was the reason for the suffering and sacrifice of the
Son of God, Jesus Christ. In Lent, we take time to reflect on why all of us needed such a radical move of
redemption, to confess the hold that sin still has on us, and to focus on opening our hands—in repentance
and submission to God—and letting go of sin once again. As we do this, it is important to remember that
the knowledge of sin is not a dark and nasty thing but a huge and wonderful blessing. If we are aware of
our sin, we are aware of it only because we have been visited by the amazing grace of God and work of
God’s Spirit.
Let us not resist that awareness. Let us silence our “inner lawyers” and all the self-defending arguments
advocating for our righteousness. Let us quit trying to relieve our personal guilt by pointing the finger of
blame at someone else. And let us stop telling ourselves in the middle of a sermon that we know someone
who really needs to hear what the Bible says. We are the people who really need to hear what the Bible
says.
“There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die;
and whoever lives by believing in me will never die” (John 11:25-26).
We carry out this Ash Wednesday service in the name of the Triune God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
THE READING OF THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
Please give your attention to the reading of the second of six readings from The Passion History of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. These readings are drawn from the four Gospels.
Hymn

From Depths of Woe I Cry to You, on page 4 of this worship guide

MESSAGE
The Hands of the Passion: Hands of Repentance
Based on Luke 18:9-14
A RESPONSIVE LENTEN PRAYER
Vicar David:

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and
death by his obedient death on the cross.

Everyone:

We confess that without your love we are lost.

Vicar David:

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep
our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

Everyone:

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the
danger or the cost.

Vicar David:

Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Jesus and face ridicule and
persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people
who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all
who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians.

Everyone:

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.

Vicar David:

Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill,
the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those
victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy
heart.

Everyone:

Grant them peace, Lord, and in your mercy be their guardian and friend, their
comfort and their hope.

Vicar David:

Let us pray for those who care for others: teachers and counselors; physicians and
nurses; ministers, social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort
the hurting and stand beside the dying.

Everyone:

Strengthen them in their work and do not let them become weary in doing
good.

Vicar David:

Now we ask that you hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private prayers.
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Everyone:

(time for silent prayers)

Vicar David:

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to
the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

Hymn

Chief of Sinners Though I Be, on page 6 of this worship guide
BLESSING

May God grant you good health and hope in Jesus.
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