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MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP
The Season of Advent is the four weeks leading to Christmas. During Advent God’s Word prepares us to once
again welcome the Savior of the Nations at Christmas, and to prepare to welcome him at his Second Coming.
This year Grace’s Midweek Advent theme is “Advent Amid COVID-19.” May God use this Advent meditation to
encourage us in our following of him.
WELCOME
WE GATHER IN THE NAME OF THE TRIUNE GOD —based on Isaiah 40:3
Pastor Kevin: A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.”
As we worship tonight, let us prepare to welcome God’s dramatic work in our midst, in our
hearts, in our community, and in all of creation.
Let us worship God.
HYMN:

“Comfort, Comfort All My People”

WE ARE RENEWED IN REPENTANCE —based on Isaiah 40:1,2
Pastor Kevin: A call to confession:
Prepare the way of the Lord!
Let us make our confession to God:
All:

Our prayer of confession:
While we ask, Lord, for a most meaningful Advent season,
we sadly confess having done so little with so much.
Forgive us, Lord,
for not coming to you in prayer,
for not reading your Word,
for not searching our hearts,
for not facing our sins.
Gracious Lord, forgive us according to your tender mercy!

Grant us a fresh sense of your peace, and a renewed resolve to live to the praise of your
glory. Amen.
Pastor Kevin: The assurance of God's forgiveness:
“Comfort, comfort my people,” says our God.
Your sins are pardoned.
The penalty is paid.
All:

Thanks be to God.
“Come, O Long-Expected Jesus”

HYMN:

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD
MESSAGE THEME:

“Advent Amid COVID-19: Let’s Sin-Distance”
based on Hebrews 12:1-3

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
ADVENT PRAYER

Pastor Kevin: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and reaffirmed your promise to send the
offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you
continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.
All:

We praise You, O Lord, for keeping Your promise and sending Your Son to destroy the
works of the devil.

Pastor Kevin: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use Your mighty Word to shatter our pride and
to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.
All:

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”

Pastor Kevin: You sent Your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this Good News be our joy and strength. Use it to
cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before
Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism.
All:

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.

Pastor Kevin: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also the skies, where we will see your Son coming
again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.
All:

Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in Your
grace, in Your power and in Your glory. Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

All:

HYMN:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”

BLESSING
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
All hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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