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GATHERING FOR WORSHIP
Tonight is the final midweek Lenten service. The season of Lent is quickly coming to an end.
“How will this story end?” That question—or one close to it—is often on our minds.
Will my suffering end?
How will my kids turn out?
Will my investments pay off?
Will this problem ever get resolved?
Will this course ever finish?
What will I do after I graduate?
What will I have to deal with in old age?
Will Jesus come back at the end of time?
The interesting thing is, we are not actually in control of our lives—God is. God wrote our story ages ago
before we took our first breath. And by grace, God has embedded our story into the great and grand story
of redemption. We are now citizens of God’s kingdom. We live in the shadow of his glory. We are called to
live with God’s purpose in our minds. Because our story has been embedded in God’s story, there is no
doubt about how our stories will end.
However, we will suffer along the way. Our hearts will go through seasons where they are laden with grief.
We won’t always be healthy. We will be weak and we will fail. Loved ones will leave us. Sometimes we will
go through times of want. We won’t always be respected and appreciated. We won’t always experience
true justice. There will be chapters in our story that will end very hard. But we must remember two things:
First, God has written himself into our story so that he will always be with us, giving us what we could
never give to ourselves. Secondly, what the Lord has written for us is not less than what we would have
written for ourselves; but rather, infinitely more.
Perhaps we would be satisfied with temporal human happiness. A good job. A nice house. A reliable car.
A good church. A good marriage. Healthy and successful children. Health and leisure in our later years.
However, all these dreams are not only self-oriented, but they are also quite brief when compared to the

expansiveness of God’s story. And so rather than only deliver our self-oriented and brief dreams to us,
God did something better: he sent his Son to earth.
Jesus was willing to come, suffer, and die so that we would have a way better story. He suffered so that
our suffering would end forever. He lived a selfless life so that we would be freed from our bondage to
ourselves, so that for all eternity we would know the liberating joy of living for something and someone
bigger than ourselves. Because of his humiliation we will know the exaltation of living forever in the
presence of the King.
Know tonight that no matter what you are going through, because of the grace of the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus, your small story has been absorbed into God’s great story of victory over all that sin
has broken. Because of what Jesus has done, you can rest in knowing the glorious way your story will
end. In fact, because of the grace of Jesus, the end of your story is that it has no end!
“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your
presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing
spirit, to sustain me” (Psalm 51:10-12).
“There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die;
and whoever lives by believing in me will never die” (John 11:25-26).
We carry out this Lenten service in the name of the Triune God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
THE READING OF THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
Please give your attention to the final reading from The Passion History of Our Lord Jesus Christ. This
reading is drawn from the four Gospels.
Hymn

Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing, on page 5 of this worship guide
MESSAGE

The Hands of the Passion: Hands of Brutality
Based on Matthew 27:27-31

2

A RESPONSIVE LENTEN PRAYER
Pastor Kevin:

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and
death by his obedient death on the cross.

Everyone:

We confess that without your love we are lost.

Pastor Kevin:

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep
our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

Everyone:

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the
danger or the cost.

Pastor Kevin:

Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Jesus and face ridicule and
persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people
who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all
who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians.

Everyone:

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.

Pastor Kevin:

Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill,
the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those
victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy
heart.

Everyone:

Grant them peace, Lord, and in your mercy be their guardian and friend, their
comfort and their hope.

Pastor Kevin:

Let us pray for those who care for others: teachers and counselors; physicians and
nurses; ministers, social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort
the hurting and stand beside the dying.

Everyone:

Strengthen them in their work and do not let them become weary in doing
good.

Pastor Kevin:

Now we ask that you hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private prayers.

Everyone:

(time for silent prayers)

Pastor Kevin:

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to
the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
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Hymn
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded, on page 7 of this worship guide
BLESSING
May God grant you good health and hope in Jesus.
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