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GATHERING FOR WORSHIP
The finger of blame. There are two directions it can point. You can point the finger of blame at yourself,
confess your sin, rest in the grace and forgiveness of Jesus, cry out for his empowering help, and then
seek the forgiveness of the person whom you sinned against. Having done this, you walk away with both a
conscience that is clear and a reconciled relationship.
Or you can point the finger of blame at the other person, denying your own responsibility and convincing
yourself that he/she not only wronged you, but that he/she is the cause of any wrong that you did. As you
do this, your sense of offense grows, and because it does, your anger grows, as does your belief that the
other person needs to change. You are not at ease. You are riled up. Your relationship with the other
person remains unreconciled.
Someone once said that one never sees a person in a protest carrying a sign with an arrow pointing
downward and with the words, “I am the problem,” painted on it. One of the aspects of the deceitfulness of
sin is our ability to swindle ourselves into thinking that we are seldom at fault. And because we are good at
convincing ourselves that we are not at fault, we also become skilled at causing ourselves to feel good
about thoughts, desires, words, and actions that God says are not good. One of the ways that we tend to
further our own trouble is to convince ourselves that our sin is not so sinful after all. When one convinces
himself/herself that his/her sin is not so sinful after all, one also convinces oneself that you don’t need
God’s amazing, forgiving, rescuing, and renewing grace. Anyone who argues against his/her own need of
grace is in grave spiritual danger.
Lent is about pointing the finger of blame in the right direction. It is about humble self-examination, honest
confession, and grief over sin that causes us to seek and celebrate afresh the forgiveness for which Jesus
suffered and died. Because Lent is a season of personal confession, it is also a season of spiritual
renewal. Renewal happens because confession causes us to see things for what they really are, and in
doing so, to begin to confess and address things that, perhaps, have long needed to be confessed and
addressed. The more we see our sin, the more we respond tenderly to other sinners and desire for them
the same grace and forgiveness that we have received. And as we taste “new life” with forgiveness, we
also celebrate anew that grace that is ours in Jesus.
We carry out this Lenten service in the name of the Triune God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE READING OF THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
Please give your attention to the reading of the fourth of six readings from The Passion History of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. These readings are drawn from the four Gospels.
Hymn

My Song Is Love Unknown, on page 4 of this worship guide
MESSAGE

The Hands of the Passion: Hands of Self-Preservation
Based on Matthew 27:15-26
A RESPONSIVE LENTEN PRAYER*
Pastor Kevin:

Merciful God, Heavenly Father, you have commanded us to meet together in your
name and in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to ask of you what is
needful and profitable for us and for all people, and have graciously promised to hear
our prayers and grant our requests. We implore you to pardon all our sins and
unrighteousness, and to enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit that we may ask you
for whatever things are needful for Your Church and for all the world.

All:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor Kevin:

For Your Church and people, we pray: Save and defend them from the power of
those whom you have not sent. Send them pastors and teachers, who will faithfully
seek your scattered sheep, bring them to the Lord Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and
diligently build them up in all your will and pleasure. Grant that all ungodliness and
wicked works, and all heresies, schisms, and false religion, may be done away with.
In the unity of the true faith and the confession of your dear Son, grant that we may
be one in him, and dwell together in love, to the honor of your name and the good of
all people.

All:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor Kevin:

For all in authority, especially, for all who bear rule over us, we pray: Grant that they
may be yours indeed, put down all evil, and uphold and further all good, that we,
being delivered from the fear of our enemies, may serve you in all holiness and
righteousness.

All:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Pastor Kevin:

And as it is your will to be a Savior to the whole world, we also pray for all sorts and
conditions of humankind: Draw to your dear Son those who are yet far from him, and
grant that those whom you have drawn to him may daily grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of the Lord.

All:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor Kevin:

For all who are in any trouble or sorrow, we pray: Comfort them in their distress and
send them speedy deliverance out of all their afflictions. Help us to lay to heart your
fatherly discipline, that we may judge ourselves and amend our ways, that we come
not under your judgments.

All:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor Kevin:

Grant, also, that we, who are here assembled for your worship, may hold fast your
Word, die to self, and be wholly given to your dear Son, our Savior, who by his bitter
sufferings and condemnation, and by his glorious resurrection and ascension has
brought us to unity with himself and with his whole Church.

All:

LORD, graciously grant that we know your peace, your love, your
righteousness, your healing, and your mercy this day and all our days. Amen.

Hymn
All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night, on page 6 of this worship guide
BLESSING
May God grant you good health and hope in Jesus.
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*This is one of the older prayers from the Lutheran Reformation. It owes much to Philipp Melanchthon and the Reformation
of Cologne, which influenced to a large degree the first Book of Common Prayer of the Anglican Church. This prayer is
adapted from the original Common Service.
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