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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“Renew Me, O Eternal Light”
found on page 6 of this worship guide

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
A: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Deuteronomy 11:1-7, 16-21

Love the Lord your God and keep his requirements, his decrees, his laws and his commands always.
2
Remember today that your children were not the ones who saw and experienced the discipline of the Lord your
God: his majesty, his mighty hand, his outstretched arm; 3 the signs he performed and the things he did in the
heart of Egypt, both to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his whole country; 4 what he did to the Egyptian army, to
its horses and chariots, how he overwhelmed them with the waters of the Red Sea[a] as they were pursuing you,
and how the Lord brought lasting ruin on them. 5 It was not your children who saw what he did for you in the
wilderness until you arrived at this place, 6 and what he did to Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab the Reubenite,
when the earth opened its mouth right in the middle of all Israel and swallowed them up with their households,
their tents and every living thing that belonged to them. 7 But it was your own eyes that saw all these great
things the Lord has done….Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow
down to them. 17 Then the Lord’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut up the heavens so that it will not
rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the Lord is giving you.
18
Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your
foreheads. 19 Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along
the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 20 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your
gates, 21 so that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land the Lord swore to give your
ancestors, as many as the days that the heavens are above the earth.

SECOND LESSON:

Matthew 7:24-27

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his
house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet
it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.
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THE NICENE CREED
A:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN:

“Fight the Good Fight”
found on page 7 of this worship guide
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MESSAGE:
“Running the Race of Life”
based on 1 Corinthians 9:24-26
1 Corinthians 9:24-26
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the
prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not
last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I
do not fight like a boxer beating the air.
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PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN:

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
found on page 8 of this worship folder

ANNOUNCEMENTS & BLESSING
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
All hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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