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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
found on page 7 of this worship folder

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve
only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
A: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away
my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.
A: Amen.
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Romans 10:9-15

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will
never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of
all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.” 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in
the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15
And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those
who bring good news!”.
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GOSPEL LESSON:

Matthew 1:18-23

18

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because
Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had
in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel” w (which means “God with us”).
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church.
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN:

“Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love”
found on page 9 of this worship folder
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MESSAGE
“Guidance for the Journey: Words”
based on Exodus 20:7
Two weeks ago, we celebrated Memorial Day—what is known as the unofficial beginning to
summer. As this summer has begun, there are many things before us in the headlines: COVID-19,
unemployment, the death of George Floyd, race relations, protests, violence, upcoming elections, and
gigantic swarms of locusts in Africa and India. Additionally, all of us have matters before us on the
journey of our person lives. Some have commented, “It’s a crazy time.”
How does one make it through such a time as this? How do Christians travel this part of the journey
of their lives?
The Bible tells us about a large group of God’s people on a journey. They were the Nation of Israel
after God rescued them from slavery in Egypt. They had present and future challenges before them.
However, they were blessed with relationship with God and with one another. To use the current slogan,
they were “in it together.”
But how did they make their way? How did they do the journey?
The Bible tells us that God guided them. One of the ways through which God guided Israel was
through what we call the Ten Commandments. God used the Ten Commandments to direct Israel in their
relationship with him and with one another.
For this year’s summer message series—during this “crazy time”—may God use our exploration of
the Ten Commandments to guide us through this segment of our life’s journey.
Exodus 20:7
“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD
your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone
guiltless who misuses his name.”
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PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN:

“From All that Dwell below the Skies”
found on page 10 of this worship folder

M: May God grant you good health and hope in Jesus.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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