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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”
found on page 6 of this worship folder

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve
only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
A: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away
my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.
A: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Genesis 3:8-15

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool
of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to
the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was
naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I
commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me
some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have
done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl
on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

GOSPEL LESSON:

Mark 3:20-35

Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able
to eat. 21 When his family[a] heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of
his mind.” 22 And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by
Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.” 23 So Jesus called them over to him and
began to speak to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if
Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a
strong man’s house without first tying him up. Then he can plunder the strong man’s house. 28 Truly I
tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.” 30 He said this because
they were saying, “He has an impure spirit.” 31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing
outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your
mother and brothers are outside looking for you.” 33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked.
34
Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!
35
Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”
.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church.
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN:

“I Walk in Danger All the Way”
found on page 7 of this worship folder

MESSAGE
“You Are Not Fighting a Losing Battle’”
based on 2 Corinthians 4:13-18
2 Corinthians 4:13-18
It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of[b] faith, we also
believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead
will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that the
grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.
16
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being
renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that
far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN:

“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”
found on page 9 of this worship folder

ANNOUNCEMENTS & BLESSING
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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