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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“Before the Lord We Bow”
found on page 6 of this worship guide

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
A: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Psalm 32

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 2 Blessed is the one whose sin the
Lord does not count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit. 3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as
in the heat of summer. 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will
confess my transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 6 Therefore let all the faithful pray
to you while you may be found; surely the rising of the mighty waters will not reach them. 7 You are my hiding
place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance. 8 I will instruct you and
teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you. 9 Do not be like the horse or
the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.
10
Many are the woes of the wicked, but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the one who trusts in him.
11
Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart!

SECOND LESSON:

John 8:2-11

At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to
teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her
stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law
Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap,
in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his
finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is
without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 At this,
those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman
still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned
you?” 11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life
of sin.”
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THE NICENE CREED
A:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN:

“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”
found on page 8 of this worship guide
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MESSAGE:
“Amazing Love: The Father’s Love for the Younger Son”
based on Luke 15:11-32
Luke 15:11-32
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me
my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 “Not long after that, the younger son got
together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had
spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and
hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his
stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 17 “When he came to his senses,
he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will
set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his
father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran
to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants,
‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the
fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came
near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going
on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back
safe and sound.’ 28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded
with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed
your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this
son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
31
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate
and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”
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PRAYERS & BLESSING
FOURTH OF JULY PRAYER (offered responsively)
M: In you we do trust, O God, for you have been with us to bless us from the founding of our country to the present day.
C: You fill our barns with your bounty, and your gifts overflow into our cupboards and shelves.
M: You bless us with health and strength, with opportunity and prosperity.
C: You have caused your good Word to be proclaimed among us, the truth that makes us free.
M: You have made us strong and valiant in battle and given us victory over our enemies.
C: Even in the midst of death, you have proclaimed in our hearing the good news of Jesus Christ, who died for
our forgiveness and was raised for our eternal hope. Trusting in him, we may lay our loved ones to rest,
assured that you remember them and will raise them up with us to glory everlasting.
M: Continue to bless our land, we pray, the fruits of our fields and the works of our hands. Use them for your purposes,
that many people--here and everywhere--may know your goodness and sing your praise.
C: Grant peace on earth, we pray. Curb warfare and violence, disease and pestilence. Keep those who travel safe
and well, and grant your benediction not only to our labor but also to our recreation and our celebrations.
M: Let justice and righteousness prevail here and everywhere, and bless the endeavors of all who serve our communities
and our country in uniform, and keep them in your constant care.
(special prayers)
(silence for personal prayers)
M: As citizens of heaven, lead us toward our true and final home where, with those whom you have blessed and
kept in the past, we shall join to raise eternal thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN:

“God Bless Our Native Land”
found on page 7 of this worship folder

ANNOUNCEMENTS & BLESSING
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
All hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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