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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“Glory Be to God the Father”
found on page 6 of this worship folder

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
A: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against
you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy
on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live
according to his will.
A: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.
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THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

1 Peter 3:8-16

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do not
repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were
called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their
tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. 11 “They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek
peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but
the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14
But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.”
15
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their
slander.
GOSPEL LESSON:

Matthew 12:1-7

At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick some
heads of grain and eat them. 2 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look! Your disciples are doing
what is unlawful on the Sabbath.” 3 He answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions
were hungry? 4 “He entered the house of God, and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was
not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests. 5 Or haven’t you read in the Law that the priests on Sabbath
duty in the temple desecrate the Sabbath and yet are innocent? 6 “I tell you that something greater than the temple
is here. 7 If you had known what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned
the innocent.”
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church.
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN:

“Jesus Paid It All”
found on page 7 of this worship folder
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MESSAGE
“Guidance for the Journey—Reputation”
based on Exodus 20:16
A recent survey indicated “high anxiety among Americans during COVID-19 pandemic.”
In addition to anxiety caused by COVID-19, all of us may have other anxiety-causing matters
before us in our personal lives. And so, considering what’s going on related to COVID-19, some have
commented, “It’s a crazy time.”
How does one make it through such a time as this?
How do Christians travel this part of the journey of their lives?
The Bible tells us about a large group of God’s people on a journey.
They were the Nation of Israel after God rescued them from slavery in Egypt.
They had present and future challenges before them. However, they were blessed with relationship with
God and with one another. To use the current slogan, they were “in it together.”
But how did they make their way? How did they do the journey?
The Bible tells us that God guided them. One of the ways through which God guided Israel was
through what we call the Ten Commandments. God used the Ten Commandments to direct Israel in their
relationship with him and with one another.
For this year’s summer message series—during this “crazy time”—may God use our exploration of the
Ten Commandments to guide us through this segment of our life’s journey.
Exodus 20:16
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.”
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PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN:

“O Master of the Loving Heart”
found on page 10 of this worship folder

BLESSING
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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