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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“The Old Year Now Has Passed Away”
found on page 6 of this worship guide

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
A: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Job 42:1-6

Then Job replied to the LORD: 2 “I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 3 You
asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me to know. 4 “You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you
shall answer me.’ 5 My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. 6 Therefore I despise myself and
repent in dust and ashes.”

SECOND LESSON:

1 John 4:7-10

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and
knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his
love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
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THE NICENE CREED
A:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN:

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
found on page 7 of this worship guide
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MESSAGE:
“Remember, Jesus Is King!”
based on Matthew 2:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.
4
When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 6 ‘But
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come
a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them
the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 9 After they had heard the
king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over
the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go
back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
.
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PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN:

“I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus”
found on page 8 of this worship folder

BLESSING
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“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
Stanza 1
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all you nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th' angelic host proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Refrain:
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!"
Stanza 2
Christ, by highest heav'n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail th' incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel! [Refrain]
Stanza 3
Hail, the heav'nly Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth,
Born to give us second birth. [Refrain]
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
All hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.

8

