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Tonight’s Good Friday service will incorporate what’s called a “Tenebrae Service.” Tenebrae means “darkness”
and refers specifically to the service held on Good Friday in which the progressive extinguishing of candles
represents the snuffing out of the life of Jesus. At the conclusion of the service the remaining candle, considered
to be a symbol of the Lord’s life, is carried out of the sanctuary. The slamming shut of Jesus’ tomb is heard.
Then the final candle returns to the sanctuary symbolizing that Jesus has broken the power of the tomb.
With these things said, we begin with a reading from Isaiah 53:2-7. These words are a prophecy about Jesus
written by the Old Testament prophet Isaiah about 700 years before Jesus was born.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He
was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom
people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 4 Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he
was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace
was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned
to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he
did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.

Hymn:

“Lamb of God”

p. 5

The First Word

Luke 23:26-34

Meditation

Lesson:
L:
C:

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
1st candle is extinguished

Hymn:

Lesson:

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” stzs. 1, 4, 5

The Second Word
1

p. 6

Luke 23:38-43

L:
C:

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
2nd candle is extinguished

Hymn:

“There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” stzs. 1-3

Lesson:

The Third Word

L:
C:

p. 8

John 19:25-27

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
3rd candle is extinguished

Hymn:

“Were You There” stzs. 1, 2

Lesson:

The Fourth Word

L:
C:

p. 9

Matthew 27:45-49

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
4th candle is extinguished

Hymn:

“Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”

Lesson:

The Fifth Word

L:
C:

p. 10

John 19:28,29

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
5th candle is extinguished

Hymn:

“Oh, Come, My Soul”

Lesson:

The Sixth Word

L:
C:

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
6th candle is extinguished
2

p. 12

John 19:30a

Hymn:

“My Song Is Love Unknown” stzs. 1, 7

Lesson:

The Seventh Word

L:
C:

p. 13

Luke 23:44-46

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
7th candle is removed

Prayer for Good Friday
The 7th candle is returned to the sanctuary in anticipation of the resurrection of our Lord.

The service concludes in silence.
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Lamb of God

Christian Worship Supplement 748

Words and Music by Twila Paris © Straightway Music and Mountain Spring Music
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