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A note on tonight’s service: Tonight’s Good Friday service will incorporate what’s called a “Tenebrae Service.”
Tenebrae means “darkness” and refers specifically to the service held on Good Friday in which the progressive
extinguishing of candles represents the snuffing out of the life of Jesus. At the conclusion of the service the
remaining candle, considered to be a symbol of the Lord’s life, is carried out of the sanctuary. The slamming
shut of Jesus’ tomb is heard. Then the final candle returns to the sanctuary symbolizing that Jesus has broken
the power of the tomb.
Welcome
Song: “You Are My King”
[Verse] x2
I'm forgiven because you were forsaken
I'm accepted, You were condemned
I'm alive and well
Your spirit is within me
Because you died and rose again.

Vicar Tim:

[Chorus 1]
Amazing love, how can it be?
That you, my king. would die for me
Amazing love, I know it's true
Its my joy to honor you.
Amazing love how can it be?
That my king would die for me
Amazing love I know it's true
It’s my joy to honor you
In all I do –I honor you.

For centuries in Biblical times the Israelites worshiped in the Temple. It was the center of their
spiritual lives. In the Temple they would offer sacrifices to God for many reasons, the chief of
which was for their sin. The sacrifice of animals in the Temple was a normal part of their way of
life and worship. But it was never enough.
Every time an animal’s blood was shed in a sacrifice, the Israelites were reminded of the
seriousness of their offenses. Every time an animal’s life was offered in a sacrifice, the Israelites
were reminded what was required for sin to be atoned for. But the animal sacrifices never
seemed to be sufficient…because they had to be repeated again, and again, and again.
Hebrews 10:10 offers you and me this good news: Jesus’ sacrifice of himself on the cross on
Good Friday was enough to make atonement for the sins of all of us. Ephesians 2:8-9 tells us that
the blessings of the atonement of our sins and the forgiveness of our sins become ours personally
by God’s grace through faith in Jesus. And so tonight, having received this assurance from God
in Scripture, let us confess our sins and receive God’s announcement of the forgiveness of our
sins. Tonight, we do this in prayer and in song.

[Verse]
I'm forgiven because you were forsaken
I'm accepted, You were condemned
I'm alive and well
Your spirit is within me
Because you died and rose again.

[Chorus 2]
Amazing love how can it be?
That my king would die for me
Amazing love I know it's true
It’s my joy to honor you
In all I do –I honor you.

“All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
(Acts 10:43)

Vicar Tim:
All:

Let us confess:
Heavenly Father, you have given me my body and soul, my eyes and ears, my mind and all
my abilities. You have richly and daily provided all I need to support my body and life. Yet
with all these blessings I have continued to sin—in thought, word, and deed. Lord, I pray
that you have mercy on me. Not because I have earned it or deserved it, but because of
your unfailing love and your Son Jesus. Blot out my sin and take away my guilt.

Vicar Tim:

God, our heavenly Father, is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and rich in faithful love.
“As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”
(Psalm 103:12)
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
(Romans 8:1)

Vicar Tim:

By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, God has removed your guilt
forever. When the Father sees you—he sees Jesus. Go in peace knowing your sins are forgiven
Amen.

[Chorus 1]
Amazing love, how can it be?
That you, my king. would die for me
Amazing love, I know it's true
Its my joy to honor you.
Amazing love how can it be?
That my king would die for me
Amazing love I know it's true
It’s my joy to honor you
In all I do –I honor you

[Bridge]
You are my king.
You are my king.
Jesus, You are my king.
Jesus, You are my king.
You are my king.
You are my king.
Jesus, You are my king.
Jesus, You are my king.
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Lesson:

Introduction

Isaiah 53:2b-7

Hymn:

“Lamb of God”

p. 5

The First Word

Luke 23:26-34

Meditation

Lesson:
L:
C:

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
1st candle is extinguished

Hymn:

Lesson:
L:
C:

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” stzs. 1, 4, 5

The Second Word

p. 6

Luke 23:38-43

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
2nd candle is extinguished

Hymn:

“There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” stzs. 1-3

Lesson:

The Third Word

L:
C:

John 19:25-27

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn:

3rd candle is extinguished
“Were You There” stzs. 1, 2

Lesson:

The Fourth Word

L:
C:

p. 8

p. 9

Matthew 27:45-49

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
4th candle is extinguished

Hymn:

“Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”
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p. 10

Lesson:
L:
C:

The Fifth Word

John 19:28,29

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
5th candle is extinguished

Hymn:

“Oh, Come, My Soul”

Lesson:

The Sixth Word

L:
C:

p. 12

John 19:30a

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
6th candle is extinguished

Hymn:

“My Song Is Love Unknown” stzs. 1, 7

Lesson:

The Seventh Word

L:
C:

p. 13

Luke 23:44-46

God proves his love for us in this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Thanks be to God.
7th candle is removed

Prayer for Good Friday
The 7th candle is returned to the sanctuary in anticipation of the resurrection of our Lord.
The service concludes in silence.
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Lamb of God

Christian Worship Supplement 748

Words and Music by Twila Paris © Straightway Music and Mountain Spring Music
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