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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing”
found on page 6 of this worship guide

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
A: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Genesis 22:1-18

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 2 Then God said,
“Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as
a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his
donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt
offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the
place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We
will worship and then we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it
on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac
spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are
here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8 Abraham answered, “God himself will
provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. 9 When they reached
the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son
Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his
son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied.
12
“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because
you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a
ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.
14
So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord
it will be provided.” 15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear
by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son,
17
I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the
seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all
nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”

GOSPEL LESSON:

Romans 8:31-39

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not
spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all
things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then
is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the
right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we
face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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THE NICENE CREED
A:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN:

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
found on page 8 of this worship guide
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MESSAGE:
“Lenten Victory: Over Our Idols”
based on Matthew 4:1-11
Matthew 4:1-11
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and
forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to
become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that
comes from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest
point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
“‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not
strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and
their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 10 Jesus said to him,
“Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 11 Then the devil
left him, and angels came and attended him.
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PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN:

“In Christ Alone”
found on page 10 of this worship folder

BLESSING
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
All hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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