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M: Minister
A: All
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| NVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: God created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve
only his wrathand punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him arttf@idas mercy

A: Merciful Father in heaven | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have sinned
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jes, my Savior, | pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away
my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, himsgiven all your sins.By the perfect life and innocent death of our

Lord Jesus Christ, he hemmoved your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will

A: Amen.
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray.

The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF Gob&s WORD
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 45:225

Gather together and conmesssemble, you fugitives from the natiolghorant are those who carry about
idols of woodwho pray to gods that cannot saf*Declare what is to be, presentitet them take
counsel togethekVho foretold this long agowho declared it from the distant pasVas it not I, the
Lord? And there is no God apart from naerighteous God and a Savitiigre is none but mé& Turn to
me and be savedll you ends of the eartfgr | am God, and there i® other?By myself | have
sworn,my mouth has uttered in all integrigyword that will not be revoke@efore me every knee will
bow; by me every tongue will swedf- They will say of me}In the Lord aloneare deliverance and

s t r e mlgwthd have raged against hiwill come to him and be put to shandeBut all the
descendants of Israeill find deliverance in the Lordnd will make their boast in him.

SECOND LESSON: Colossians 3:147

Therefore,a&0d’ s chosen people, holy and dearly | ove
humility, gentleness and patiené&Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgavé4ud over all these virtues put on love,

which binds them all together in perfect uniiet the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as
members of one body you were called to peace. And be thattfat.the message of Christ dwell

among youichly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your heHsid whatever you do, whether in

word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giviagks to God the Father through him.



THE APOSTLESOCREED

A: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who wasconceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God th&ather almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church.
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN : “O Light of Gentile Nations
found onpage?7 of this worship folder



M ESSAGE

“Hold Your Savior in the Arms of Faith
based orColossians 1:120

Luke 2:2540

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on Bft.had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he woul d n ostMessinhé’ MdvedfbythesSpirh, be werd idto s e e n
the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law
required,2® Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saytigSover ei gn Lor d, as
promised,you may now dismisgour servant in peac& For my eyes have seen your salvatigmhich

you have prepared in the sight of all natiols: light for revelation to the Gentilesnd the glory of

your peopThel shakt!: ¥ rimartelecat whatwas sa@toit BAThen

Si meon blessed them and said to Mary, his mothe
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken agétsstthat the thoughts of many heawi$

be revealed. And a s wor dThereWwas algp & grapleeg Anpagther o wn s
daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years
after her marriage€’ and then was a widow unshe was eightjour. She never left the temple but

worshiped night and day, fasting and prayfifoming up to them at that very moment, she gave

thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of
Jerusalem**When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they

returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazarétnd the child grew and became strong; he was

filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.



PRAYERS & BLESSING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of te Church

LORDGOS PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptatig but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN : “Love Divine, All Love Excelling
found on pag@® of this worship folder

BLESSING
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, adapt., alt. HYFRYDOL
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard. 1811-87 B7 87D

Alternate settings: 486, 603
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