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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”
found on page 6 of this worship folder

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve
only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
A: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away
my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.
A: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Isaiah 61:1-3

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the
poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from
darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn, 3and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor..

SECOND LESSON:

Matthew 15:1-20

Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2 “Why do your
disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat!” 3 Jesus replied,
“And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For God said, ‘Honor your
father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.’ 5 But you say that if
anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is ‘devoted to God,’ 6 they are
not to ‘honor their father or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.
7
You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 8 “‘These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me. 9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.’” 10 Jesus
called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. 11 What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile
them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.” 12 Then the disciples came to him and
asked, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this?” 13 He replied, “Every plant
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. 14 Leave them; they are blind guides.
If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” 15 Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.” 16 “Are you still
so dull?” Jesus asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then
out of the body? 18 But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile
them. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony,
slander. 20 These are what defile a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.”

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church.
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN:

“There Is a Redeemer”
found on page 7 of this worship folder

MESSAGE
“Advent Amid COVID-19: Heart Sanitizer”
based on 1 John 1 (especially verse 7)

1 John 1
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life
appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the
Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may
have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write
this to make our joy complete. 5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is
light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be
without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not
sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.

PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN:

“Hosanna to the Coming Lord”
found on page 8 of this worship folder

BLESSING
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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