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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME & ADVENT INVOCATION
M: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready for the

celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always.

DUET:

“Gesu Bambino”

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
A: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

2 Samuel 7:8-16

“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture, from
tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have
gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of
the greatest men on earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can
have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they
did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also
give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for
you: 12 When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you,
your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my
Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son.
When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands.
15
But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before
you. 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’”

GOSPEL LESSON:

Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.
28
The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was
greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to
call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will
come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a]
the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to
be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I am the Lord’s
servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church.
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN:

“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”
found on page 6 of this worship guide
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MESSAGE:
“Advent Amid COVID-19: We’re Almost There!”
based on Galatians 4:4-5
Today we continue with the message series for this Advent season—"Advent Amid COVID-19,” with the
particular focus of, “We’re Almost There!”
Galatians 4:4-5
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those
under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.
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PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN:

“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”
found on page 8 of this worship guide

BLESSING
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
All hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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