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M: Minister
A: All

WELCOME
HYMN:

“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” stzs.1-4,6
found on page 6 of this worship folder

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
A: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve
only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
A: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away
my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.
A: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Ephesians 1:13-23

13

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is
a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the
praise of his glory. 15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your
love for all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.
17
I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is
the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all
things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

GOSPEL LESSON:

Luke 24:36-53

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be
with you.” 37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are
you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself!
Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 40 When he had said this,
he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and
amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish,
43
and he took it and ate it in their presence. 44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still
with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and
the Psalms.” 45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them,
“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance
for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are
witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city
until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of
Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was
taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they
stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
36

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church.
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN:

“Christ High-Ascended”
found on page 8 of this worship folder

MESSAGE
“Conversations Jesus Had After His Resurrection: With the Disciples at His Ascension”
based on Acts 1:1-11
COVID-19 has made us mindful of conversations. We miss occasions for conversations with others
outside our homes. At the same time, we appreciate the conversations that modern technology makes
possible. Some of the most important and impactful conversations in the history of the world are
between Jesus and people of long ago. Thankfully God has preserved those conversations for us on the
pages of the Bible. And at the same time, Jesus speaks to us through his words recorded for us in
Scripture. On these Sundays after Easter, we are exploring several conversations that Jesus had after he
rose from the dead. As we do so, we’ll note that Jesus’ words that enlightened and uplifted
believers of old still encourage and inspire us today.
Acts 1:1-11
1

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he
was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.
3
After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive.
He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait
for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water,
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 6 Then they gathered around him and asked
him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for
you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a
cloud hid him from their sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you
stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

A: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN:

“We All Are One in Mission”
found on page 9 of this worship folder

M: May God grant you good health and hope in Jesus.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Hymns are reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-711025.
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