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M: Minster
W: Worshipers

WELCOME
HYMN:

“Jesus Sinners Does Receive” stzs.1,2,6,7
found on page 6 of this worship folder

INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
W: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and please for his mercy.
W: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against
you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy
on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live
according to his will.
W: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
The minister offers the Prayer of the Day.
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THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:

Ecclesiastes 5:18-20

18

This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to drink and to find
satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given them—for this is
their lot. 19 Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept
their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a gift of God. 20 They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because
God keeps them occupied with gladness of heart.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:

Philippians 2:1-11

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being likeminded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to
the interests of the others.
5

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

6

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7
rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
8
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
9

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
W:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church.
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN:

“Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me”
found on page 7 of this worship folder
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MESSAGE
“That Most Important Week: Thursday—A Lesson in Service”
based on John 13:1-17
Sunday, April 5th, begins what is called “Holy Week” or “Passion Week” in the Christian church. Holy Week
takes us back to the week of Jesus’ earthly life that contained his final suffering and crucifixion; a week that
could be called the last week of Jesus’ life—in the earthly sense. God, in the Bible, does not treat the events of
that week lightly. For example, out of the 28 chapters of Matthew’s Gospel roughly the first 2 chapters focus on
the first 3 years of Jesus’ life. Then Matthew spends chapters 3-20 telling us about the 3 years of Jesus’ public
ministry. Matthew concludes his Gospel by spending chapter 21 through the first half of chapter 28 on Holy
Week! One quarter of the entire Gospel of Matthew is spent on one week of Jesus’ life! There must be some
important things that happened that week about which God wants us to know! Therefore, on the Sundays in
Lent this year at Grace, we are exploring some of the events of THAT MOST IMPORTANT WEEK.
John 13:1-17
It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to
the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
2

The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to
betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God
and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around
his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the
towel that was wrapped around him.
6

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

7

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”

8

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
9

“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”

Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you
are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said
not every one was clean.
10

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand
what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what
I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I
have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you
will be blessed if you do them.
12
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PRAYERS & BLESSING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The minister offers the Prayer of the Church.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
M: May God grant you good health and hope in Jesus.
HYMN:

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
found on page 8 of this worship folder
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Bible readings: Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
“Jesus Sinners Does Receive,” “Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me,” and “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” reprinted under
ONE LICENSE #A-711025. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A711025.
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